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Welcome! 
The webinar will begin shortly.
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Test Prep Deep Dive: the ACT
Schedule For Today

● The ACT
● Classic & Enhanced side by side
● Adoption calendar

● Section by Section
● English
● Math
● Reading
● Science
● Essay

● Test Preparation Basics
● Core Principles
● Schedules & Timing
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ACT Test Overview: Structure & Grading

Sections Time
(Classic)

Questions
(Classic)

Time
(Enhanced)

Questions
(Enhanced)

Score

English 45 mins 75 35 mins 50 1-36

Math 60 mins 60 50 mins 45 1-36

Reading 35 mins 40 40 mins 36 1-36

Science 35 mins 40 40 mins
(Optional)

40
(Optional)

1-36

Total: 175 mins 215 125 mins / 165 mins 131 / 171 Composite (avg):
1-36

Essay 
(Optional)

40 mins 1 prompt 40 mins 1 prompt 2-12

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Format Overview: Facts & Recommendations

April ‘25 June ‘25 July ‘25 September ‘25 April ‘26

Weekend - 
Paper & Pencil

Classic Classic Classic Enhanced Enhanced

Weekend - 
Online

Enhanced Enhanced Enhanced Enhanced Enhanced

School Day -
Online & P&P

Classic Classic Classic Classic Enhanced

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

Classic English Structure

● 75 questions in 45 
minutes

● Some questions have 
stems, some do not

● 5 passages of 15 
questions each

ACT Classic - English - Overview
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Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

● 50 questions in 35 minutes

● Each question has a stem

Enhanced English Structure

● 6 passages
- 4 passages with 10 questions
- 2 passages with 5 questions

ACT Enhanced - English - Overview
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ACT English: Content - Grammar
Management Consulting

To some people, the field of consulting is a running joke. 

Like analysts, the title of consultant is so slippery and ill 

defined that it can mean almost anything. Recruiting 

firms, public relations agents, and even engineering 

companies often label a wide swath of their employees as 

consultants, making it hard to understand exactly what a 

consultant is supposed to do. Indeed, the…

9. Which alternative to the underlined 
portion would NOT be grammatically 
acceptable?

A. consultants; this makes it hard
B. consultants, and this makes it hard
C. consultants that make it hard
D. consultants, which makes it hard

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT English: Beyond Using “Your Ear”
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

[4]

After the last one of the notes fades into the 
darkening sky, I glance back at the boys, who 
have been lulled by the wonder of the song. [D]  
I stop worrying about work, about how many 
toy cars might have gotten lost between there 
and home. Until then, I feel like everything is 
going to be just fine. [*]



New York ●  Paris | bespokeeducation.com

ACT English: Redundancy
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT English: Details
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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Classic Math Structure

● 60 questions in 60 
minutes

● 5 answer options

● Random content order

● Generally ascending 
order of difficulty

● “Broad and Shallow”

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

ACT Classic - Math - Overview
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Enhanced Math Structure

● 45 questions in 50 minutes

● 4 answer options instead of 5

● Random content order

● Generally ascending order of 
difficulty

● still “Broad and Shallow”

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

ACT Enhanced - Math - Overview
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ACT Math: “Use Your Tools!”
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Math: Multiple Pathways & Backsolving 
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Math: “Know Your Stuff!”
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Math: Esoteric Content, Easy Math
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Math: Takeaways 
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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Classic Reading Structure

● 40 questions in 35 minutes

● 4 passages
○ 10 questions each
1. Literary Narrative
2. Social Science
3. Humanities
4. Natural Science

● Varied question types

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

ACT Classic - Reading - Overview
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Enhanced Reading 
Structure

● 36 questions in 40 minutes

● 4 passages
○ 9 questions each
1. Literary Narrative
2. Informational
3. Informational
4. Informational

● Shorter reading passages?
○ Same passage length

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

ACT Enhanced - Reading - Overview
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ACT Reading: Using Passage Structure
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Reading: Tip-Off Phrases
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Reading: Takeaways
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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Classic Science Structure

● 40 questions in 35 minutes

● 5-7 passages of 5-7 
questions each

● Variety of question types

● Minimal outside scientific 
knowledge (2-3 questions 
per test)

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

ACT Classic - Science - Overview
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Enhanced Science Structure

● Optional section

● 40 questions in 40 minutes

● 7 passages of 5-6 questions

● Similar Content

● More outside scientific 
knowledge? Not evident yet

ACT Enhanced - Science - Overview
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Science: Look-Up
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Science: Complex Look-Up
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Science: Yes/Yes/No/No
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Science: Experimental Structure
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Science: Outside Knowledge
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Writing Test (Essay): Task
Current Structure

● 1 question in 40 
minutes

● Optional

Future Structure

● Unchanged as far 
as we know

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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ACT Practice Tests: Score Report
Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT
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● Prep Targets:
● Content
● Memory
● Habits
● Strategies
● Reflex Responses

● Long Term Change
● Think Sports / Musical Instrument
● No Cramming!

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

● What Does Test Trep Involve?
● Learning
● Studying
● Focused practice
● Reflective review

Preparing for the ACT
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● Make a Schedule
● Consistency beats volume
● Regularity is key

○ Think of test prep as another course
○ ~30 minutes of homework on most days

● Practice tests are essential
○ Baseline to start
○ Every 4-5 weeks

● Be Patient: Improvement Takes Time

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

SAT SAT SAT SAT SAT SAT SAT SAT

ACT ACT ACT ACT* ACT ACT ACT

*ACT not offered in New York State in July*

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT

ACT Preparation - Scheduling
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Thank you! 

www.bespokeeducation.com

212-286-2227
info@bespokeeducation.com

Test Prep Deep Dive: The ACT


