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Test Prep Deep Dive: the SAT - Schedule

● The Latest on the SAT
● What hasn’t changed
● What has

● SAT Reading & Writing
● Craft & Structure
● Information & Ideas
● Standard English Conventions
● Expression of Ideas

● SAT Math 
● Algebra
● Advanced
● Problem Solving & Data Analysis
● Geometry & Trigonometry

● The Basics of Test Preparation

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Overview 

● 2 hours & 24 minutes with break
● Helpful digital format

● (no more bubble sheets!)
● Mostly multiple choice
● “Feels” less wordy

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

SAT SAT SAT SAT SAT SAT SAT

ACT ACT ACT ACT ACT ACT ACT

● Accommodations available
● No essay
● Super Score
● Score Choice
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Medium

Easy

Hard

Medium

Hard

Easy

10 min 
BREAK

Reading & Writing 
Module 2

27 Questions
32 Minutes

Mathematics 
Module 2

22 Questions 
35 Minutes

Reading & Writing 
Module 1

27 Questions
32 Minutes

● Within each Module you 
can go back and forth 
between questions

● You cannot go back and 
forth between Modules 
or Sections

Mathematics 
Module 1

22 Questions 35 
Minutes

Test Structure & Adaptivity

R&W Scoring: 200-800 Math Scoring: 200-800 Composite Scoring: 400-1600

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT



New York ●  Paris | bespokeeducation.com

Digital Tools

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT: Tweaking the Balance
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading & Writing
Each Module:

● 27 Questions
● 32 Minutes

Four Content Domains:
● Craft & Structure
● Information & Ideas
● Standard English Conventions
● Expression of Ideas

Four Domains weighted roughly equally
Standardized content (Domain) order
Randomized question difficulty

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading & Writing
1: Question Stem

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading & Writing
1: Question Stem

2: Question Passage(s)

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading & Writing
1: Question Stem

2: Question Passage(s)

3: Answer Options

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Which choice completes the 
text with the most logical and 
precise word or phrase?

As used in the text, what does 
the word "______" most nearly 
mean?

SAT Reading Domain #1:
Craft & Structure

Based on the texts, how would the author of Text 2 
most likely respond to the _____ presented in Text 1?

Which choice best 
describes the overall 
structure of the text?

Which choice best states the 
function of _____ in the text as 
a whole?

Which choice best 
states the main 
purpose of the text?

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT



New York ●  Paris | bespokeeducation.com

SAT Reading: Craft & Structure
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading: Craft & Structure

The following text is from Bram Stoker's 1897 novel Dracula. The 
narrator is being driven in a carriage through a remote region at night.

The baying of the wolves sounded nearer and nearer, as though 
they were closing round on us from every side. I grew 
dreadfully afraid, and the horses shared my fear. The driver, 
however, was not in the least disturbed; he kept turning his head 
to left and right, but I could not see anything through the 
darkness.

As used in the text, what does the word "disturbed" most nearly mean?

A. Disorganized

B. Alarmed

C. Offended

D. Interrupted

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading: Craft & Structure
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading: Craft & Structure
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading: Craft & Structure

A study by Dr. Paul Hanel and colleagues concluded 
that people are more likely to behave politely when 
listening to ideas they disagree with if they think about 
values before they engage in a discussion. Study 
participants were assigned to one of two groups. The 
experimental group spent a few minutes writing about 
one of their personal values before they had a group 
discussion on a controversial topic. And the control 
group spent a few minutes writing about a drink (tea, 
milk, etc.) before their group discussion on that topic. 
Hanel and colleagues found that the experimental 
group's discussion was more civil than the control 
group's discussion was.

A. To describe a widely held belief and how a 
study's results support that belief

B. To argue that researchers were surprised 
by the results of a certain study

C. To suggest ways to improve a certain 
study's experimental design

D. To explain a study's conclusion and how a 
research team arrived at that conclusion

Which choice best describes the main purpose of the text?

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Which choice best states/describes 
the main idea of the text?

What is the main idea of the text?

SAT Reading Domain #2:
Information & Ideas

Which choice best describes data from the 
table/graph that support/weaken the 
conclusion/argument/hypothesis?

Which choice most logically 
completes the text?

Which answer choice most 
effectively uses data from the 
table/graph to complete the 
example/statement/text?

Which answer choice most 
effectively uses data from the 
table/graph to illustrate the claim?

According to the text, ______?

Which finding, if 
true, would _____?

Which quotation from ______ most effectively illustrates the claim?

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading: Information & Ideas
The practice of logging (cutting down trees for 
commercial and other uses) is often thought to be 
at odds with forest conservation (the work of 
preserving forests). However, a massive study in 
forest management and preservation spanning 
700,000 hectares in Oregon's Malheur National 
Forest calls that view into question. So far, results 
of the study suggest that forest plots that have 
undergone limited logging (the careful removal of 
a controlled number of trees) may be more robust 
than plots that haven't been logged at all. These 
results, in turn, suggest that ______.

A. logging may be useful for maintaining 
healthy forests, provided it is limited.

B. other forest management strategies are more 
effective than limited logging.

C. as time passes, it will be difficult to know 
whether limited logging has any benefits.

D. the best way to support forest health may be 
to leave large forests entirely untouched.

Which choice most logically completes the text?

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading: Information & Ideas
Urbanization, industrialization, and the warming climate create thermal pollution (exces  s heat) in the shallow 
subsurface soil. Susanne A. Benz and colleagues analyzed thousands of sites on three continents under one scenario in 
which surface temperature remains at the current level and under another in which the surface reaches the maximum 
plausible temperature. They then categorized each site according to the percentage of local home heating needs that 
could be met using this excess subsurface heat. The team concluded that if surface temperature approaches the 
maximum plausible level, the percentage of sites where thermal pollution could feasibly contribute to meeting home 
heating needs will increase.

Which choice best describes data in the graph that support Benz and colleagues’ conclusion?

A. Under both temperature conditions, less than 10% of sites were in the up-to-25% group, but at the maximum plausible surface 
temperature, almost 80% of sites could have all their local heating needs met by thermal pollution.

B. At current surface temperatures, more than 80% of the sites have no need for supplemental local home heating from subsurface 
thermal pollution, but at the maximum plausible surface temperature, more than 70% of sites exhibit significantly greater home 
heating needs.

C. At current surface temperatures, more than 80% of sites can meet, at most, 25% of local home heating needs with subsurface 
thermal pollution, but at the maximum plausible surface temperature, more than 80% of sites can meet greater than 25% of local 
home heating needs.

D. Under both temperature conditions, less than 10% of sites were in the up-to-25% group, but at the maximum plausible surface 
temperature, almost 80% of sites could have all their local heating needs met by thermal pollution.

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Some real doozies in terms of difficulty

SAT Reading: Information & Ideas
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Reading: Information & Ideas
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

SAT Writing Domain #3:
Standard English Conventions

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

Which choice completes the text so that it conforms to the conventions of Standard English?

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Writing: Standard English Conventions
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Writing: Standard English Conventions
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Which choice completes the text 
with the most logical transition?

SAT Writing Domain #4:
Expression of Ideas

The student wants to _____. Which choice most 
effectively uses relevant information from the 
notes to accomplish this goal?

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Writing: Expression of Ideas
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Writing: Expression of Ideas
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Writing: Expression of Ideas
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Each Module:
● 22 Questions
● 35 Minutes

Four Content Domains:
● Algebra
● Advanced
● Problem Solving & Data Analysis
● Geometry & Trigonometry

Four Domains not weighted equally
Randomized content (Domain) order
More question variety than R&W
Generally Increasing Difficulty

SAT Math
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math Domain #1: Algebra
y = m•x + b

Perpendicular 
Slope?
-1/m

Ax + By = C

Y-intercept?
X = 0

X-Intercept?
Y = 0

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math: Algebra
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math: Algebra
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math Domain #2: Advanced

Ax2 + Bx + C

A(x - h)2 + k

-B/2A

(-B +/- (B2 - 4AC)½)
2A

B2 = 4AC

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math: Advanced
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math: Advanced
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math Domain #3:
Problem Solving & Data Analysis

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math: Problem Solving & Data Analysis

4, 10, 18, 4, 4, 5, 6, 5

What is the median of the data set shown?

A. 4

B. 5

C. 7

D. 14

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math: Problem Solving & Data Analysis
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math Domain #4:
Geometry & Trigonometry

SOH CAH TOA

Triangle Angle Sum = 180º

SSS, AAA, ASA, SAS, SSA

(n - 2)•180º

Angle  =  Arc  =  Sector
      360º       2πR        πR2

Alternate Interior Angles

Exterior Angle Theorem

Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math: Geometry & Trigonometry
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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SAT Math - Geometry & Trigonometry
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Preparing for the SAT
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT

● Prep Targets:
● Memory
● Habits
● Strategies
● Reflex Responses

● What Does Test Trep Involve?
● Learning
● Studying
● Focused practice
● Reflective review

● Long Term Change
● Sports / Musical Instrument
● Cramming

● Make a Schedule
● Consistency beats volume
● Regularity is key

○ Think of test prep as another course
○ ~25 minutes of HW on most days
○ Practice tests are essential

● Be Patient: Improvement Takes Time
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Bespoke Digital Score Report
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT



New York ●  Paris | bespokeeducation.com

Bespoke Digital Score Report
Test Prep Deep Dive: The SAT
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Thank you! 

www.bespokeeducation.com

info@bespokeeducation.com

212-286-2227

http://www.bespokeeducation.com

